July 31, 2006

Dear Editor:

Last month I was invited by Shannon Monkowski, of the World Peace Society; to speak at the Aloha Theatre about my son, Lt. Ehren Watada, in conjunction with the film “Sir, No Sir”, a documentary about the Viet Nam G.I. movement to bring that war to an end.  Vietnam was the longest war in the United States’ history and a debacle that was brought to an end when our soldiers realized the folly of our government, and stopped fighting. It was a war that was sold to the American people based on lies, a war that took the lives of three million Vietnamese, and over 58,000 Americans. 

I was happy to take that opportunity to speak, because our government  is repeating the same deception on our people, and on our troops about a war in Iraq,  that is only being fought to benefit the military industrial complex and the oil companies.  An invasion and occupation, we now know , that has been based upon lies to gain the support of the American people.  
The people of Kona greeted me and my wife at the airport with leis and Aloha.  I was thanked by people from all walks of life, including some Vietnam veterans.  The audience was very supportive of Ehren, who is refusing to fight in Iraq in an illegal invasion and occupation, a slaughter against a country of innocent people, who have never been a threat to the United States.  The Iraqi people have never harmed anyone in our country.  Our family is very grateful for the aloha and support given to us by the people of Hawaii.

Ehren believes that to fight the Iraqis would be to disobey his solemn oath to protect and defend our constitution, and to protect our country from enemies both foreign and domestic.  Ehren is willing to face months of difficult preparations  for his upcoming legal battle, have his future career with the military come to an end, and face eight years in jail.   He wants the citizens of this country to ask themselves and their representatives, which is worse for our country: his refusing to go quietly to take part in an abhorrent destruction of innocent people’s lives and the destruction of a sovereign nation, or a president’s lies that got our country into this war of choice to benefit only those who make their money on  war profiteering.  
The truth will come out about what is happening to the resources and assets of Iraq, which have been auctioned off to multinational corporations.  The United States government is confiscating the Iraq oil industry and giving these multinational companies 40 year leases.  Meanwhile, the leaders of our government use the military to continue to commit horrendous war crimes, leading to an unconscionable death toll on both sides.  We are poisoning the environment of Iraq forever, and for generations to come Iraqi children will be born deformed and sick with the effects of depleted uranium.  Moreover, American soldiers are now physically suffering from the radiation of depleted uranium.
When the truth comes out, there will be no question about the motives for this illegal war, and the question of why my son is steadfastly refusing to be a party to the massacre of innocent Iraqis.   There will be no doubt in the minds of American people about who should be prosecuted for their actions.
I have been invited to return to the Big Island on August 3, to speak once more at the Palace Theatre in Hilo at 7:00 p.m.  I will be there with my wife Rosa to greet the people of Hilo and to talk about Ehren, who we are very proud of, and to speak about a National Day of Education which will take place on August 16th across the country.  Information about Ehren and the National Day of Education regarding the Iraq war, are available on the Internet at www.thankyoult.org .    
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